
 

 

MEET OUR FAMILY 

Jake, Julia, Kennedy & Marley 



We have always talked about adopting, but we never knew how it would fit into our life. 
When we reflect on the last decade and all the changes that have occurred in our family it 

amazes us. We become very overwhelmed with joy each time we sit back and watch our chil-
dren together, caring for each other, looking out for one another. After Kennedy and Marley 

were born a short 16 months apart, we always thought there would be more children. In 
2009, we experienced a miscarriage at 14 weeks pregnant. It took us almost 5 years to re-

group over that loss and start to try again. To our surprise, it took over a year to get pregnant 
again. In July 2016 we were excited to tell our family and friends that we were expecting an-
other baby girl! The idea of having a new baby consumed us and we started planning right 

away. Unfortunately, at 27 weeks pregnant, we lost our baby unexpectedly. Harper was born 
sleeping August of 2016. With the passing of Harper we have learned a lot about us as a fami-
ly and a couple. I pumped for 6 weeks after her passing and donated my breastmilk to an fam-

ily that adopted a baby. This is how adoption came back into our lives, and we feel it is the 
path we are suppose to be on. 

Last November we started to explore our options, and quickly realized it would not be some-
thing that would happen quickly. We share our desire to adopt with anyone that will listen. As 
you read this we know you must be overwhelmed with feelings and uncertainties. Know that 
we are 100% ready to open our home and hearts to love a child unconditionally. We are open 

to talking about whatever adoption situation you think you want. 
 

Whether or not we are the right adoptive family for you, know that our hearts are with you. 



Julia-  
Born and raised in a suburb of Chicago. 

Julia has a twin brother. She ran cross 

county and track in high school. Julia 

graduated from Bellevue University with 

a degree in Behavioral Science. Julia 

works for the local elementary as the 

Program Director for adult and youth   

education. She enjoys coffee, running, 

working with her students, and photog-

raphy. Julia is a 4-H leader as well as 

helps coach youth basketball coach.  

Jake-  

Born and raised in SW Iowa. Jake has 1 older 

brother and 1 younger sister. He played bas-

ketball and football in high school and was at 

the top of his graduating class. Jake graduated 

from the University of Iowa with a degree in 

Business Management and a minor in Psychol-

ogy. Jake is an electrician/plumber/HVAC for 

the family business that has been around for 

more than 100 years. Jake also owns many 

rental properties. He enjoys building, refinish-

ing, travel, and adventure. Jake also coaches 

youth basketball.  



 
Kennedy - 11 years old. She is 

an A student, loves to draw, 

paint, read, and be organized. 

She loves Harry Potter and all 

food! Kennedy likes to play bas-

ketball, speaks spanish and is al-

so part of her local 4-H Club. 

She is a great friend and has a 

big heart. 

 

Marley - 10 years old.  She 

is also an A student and 

enjoys basketball, volley-

ball, dancing, reading, 

and school. She is very 

funny, a good friend and a 

lover of all animals! Mar-

ley loves to swim and 

jump on her trampoline. 



 

 

OUR HOME 
We live in a small town in SW Iowa. We grow corn in our 

backyard, but just 15 minutes from the closest city. 



 

What makes us compatible-  

We believe we are compatible be-

cause we do not question the love in 

our relationship. We are both secure 

and happy. We are both very laid 

back, have open communication, and 

agree family comes first all the time. 

We have the same views on raising 

our kids; focusing mostly what we 

can do now, to raise compassionate 

adults. We respect each other as indi-

viduals, and even after 13 years of 

marriage, we spend all our time out-

side of work with each other and our 

daughters, Kennedy and Marley. 

Hobbies we enjoy -  

We do a lot of traveling. We enjoy 

skiing, camping in our pop-up, and 

vacations to new places. We like to 

go shopping, take the top down in 

the Jeep and go for ice cream, go to 

the movies, the swimming pool, and 

eating out. Every summer we go to 

Table Rock in Missouri and spend a 

week on the lake. We also take one 

or two big vacations a year. Last 

year we spent Christmas in Disney 

World and in the spring we went to 

the beach at West Palm Beach, Flor-

ida. The year before that we spent 

the 4th of July in Grand Lake, Colo-

rado. We have taken the girls to the 

mountains, to lakes, and to state 

parks. We feel it is important to 

show Kennedy and Marley the 

world outside of our small town 

living.  


